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ENHANCED DISCLOSURE AND PUBLIC INTEREST OBLIGATIONS 
FOR TELEVISION LICENSEES 

 
 

The FCC recently released an Order setting 
forth rules requiring full power and Class A 
television stations to post significant portions 
of their public inspection files online, and 
adopting a standardized disclosure form that 
stations must file quarterly regarding their 
programming.   

The requirement for television stations to 
post their public inspection files online will 
become effective 60 days after notice of the 
new rules is published in the Federal 
Register.   

The requirement that television stations use 
the standardized television programming 
disclosure form will become effective on the 
later of (i) 60 days after notice of the new 
requirement is published in the Federal 
Register or (ii) upon the next quarterly 
reporting date (e.g., the final day of the 
month following the end of a quarter). 

Posting Inspection File Online 

The new rules require television 
broadcasters to post a significant portion of 
the public inspection files for their stations 
on their stations’ websites.  In the 
alternative, a station can post its public 
inspection file on its state broadcasters’ 
association’s website, as long as it includes 
a link from the station’s own website.  Each 
station must continue to maintain a physical 
public inspection file in its main studio. 

 

The online public inspection file does not 
need to include: 

• The political file; 

• Material that is available on the FCC’s 
website, as long as the station’s 
electronic public inspection file 
includes a link to the material on the 
FCC’s website.  Examples of this 
material include links to the children’s 
programming reports and the “The 
Public and Broadcasting” document. 

• Physical letters and comments from 
the public; however stations must post 
public comments received via e-mail 
online.  In addition, the website must 
provide notice that a complete set of 
letters from the public is available in 
the station’s physical public inspection 
file.   

A station that did not have a website as of 
November 27, 2007 does not need to create 
a website specifically to post its public 
inspection files online, but it must post its 
inspection file on a website created after that 
date, or within 30 days after the date it 
makes its website available to the public, 
whichever is later. 

On Air Announcements 

Under the new rules, a station must notify 
viewers of the existence, location, and 
accessibility of its public inspection file, 
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noting that the files are available at the 
station’s main studio and on its website.  
These notices must be given twice a day as 
part of the regular station identification 
announcements.  At least one of the 
announcements must be given between 
6:00 p.m. and midnight. 

Accessibility of Websites to Persons With 
Disabilities 

While the FCC did not specify a particular 
format of the online public inspection file, the 
electronic file must be accessible to persons 
with disabilities.  Specifically, television 
stations must post their online public 
inspection files in a manner compliant with 
the Priority 1/Conformance Level A 
accessibility guidelines set forth in the World 
Wide Web Consortium’s Web Content 
Accessibility (“W3C/WAI”) guidelines.  
These guidelines are available online at 
http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG10/#Guidelines 

FCC Form 355 – Standardized Television 
Disclosure Form 

The Commission has also adopted the use 
of FCC Form 355 – Standardized Television 
Disclosure Form, which in part replaces the 
existing quarterly issues/programs 
disclosure.  However, Form 355 will also 
require significantly more extensive 
reporting of station operations.  A copy of 
this form is attached. 

Stations will be required to complete and file 
Form 355 with the FCC, and place a copy of 
the Form in its public inspection file, by the 
30th day of the succeeding calendar quarter 
(e.g., by April 30 for the first quarter, by July 
30 for the second quarter, etc.). 

Information reported on Form 355 includes: 

• For each analog and digital program 
channel, the station must list the 

number of hours devoted to high 
definition programming, national news, 
local news produced by the station, 
local news produced by another entity, 
local civic affairs programming, local 
electoral affairs programming, 
independently produced programming, 
other local programming, PSAs, paid 
public PSAs, and closed captioned 
programming. 

• Detailed information about programs or 
program segments that addressed 
national news, local news, local civic 
affairs programming, local electoral 
affairs programming, independently 
produced programming, local 
programming that included significant 
treatment of community issues, PSAs, 
paid PSAs, programming aimed at the 
needs of underserved communities, 
and religious programming. 

• Information on whether the licensee 
made any specific efforts to determine 
the programming needs of its 
community, designed any 
programming to address the identified 
needs, and a description of the 
licensee’s actions. 

• Information on provision of service for 
persons with disabilities, including 
compliance with the closed captioning 
requirements (with a reporting of the 
number of hours of nonexempt 
programming), video description efforts 
(which are voluntary as rules regarding 
these efforts were invalidated in 2003) 
and access to emergency information 
provided to disabled viewers. 

• Whether the station is subject to a 
local marketing agreement, joint sales 
agreement or similar agreement. 
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This memorandum is intended only as a general discussion of these issues and should not be regarded as 
legal advice.  We would be pleased to provide additional details or advice about specific situations if desired.  

To discuss any of the issues presented here, please contact any attorney in our office. 
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